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  Scope Statement

This study presents results from a three year, qualitative, large-scale, community based investigation of the ways in which active
faculty who teach in a shared course-based research experience (CURE) conduct their in-lab assessments. Prior research has shown
that the design of a CURE presents particular challenges for instruction and assessment. The current study addresses ways in
which faculty handle this challenge and presents the practices and models of assessment used by faculty.
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  Abstract

Word count: 186

 

Course-based research pedagogy involves positioning students as contributors to authentic research projects as part of an
engaging educational experience that promotes their learning and persistence in science. To develop a model for assessing and
grading students engaged in this type of learning experience, the assessment aims and practices of a community of experienced
course-based research instructors were collected and analyzed. This approach defines four aims of course-based research
assessment – 1) Assessing Laboratory Work and Scientific Thinking; 2) Evaluating Mastery of Concepts, Quantitative Thinking and
Skills; 3) Appraising Forms of Scientific Communication; and 4) Metacognition of Learning – along with a set of practices for each
aim. These aims and practices of assessment were then integrated with previously developed models of course-based research
instruction to reveal an assessment program in which instructors provide extensive feedback to support productive student
engagement in research while grading those aspects of research that are necessary for the student to succeed. Assessment
conducted in this way delicately balances the need to facilitate students’ ongoing research with the requirement of a final grade
without undercutting the important aims of a CRE education.
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Abstract: Course-based research pedagogy involves positioning students as contributors to authentic 211 

research projects as part of an engaging educational experience that promotes their learning and persistence in 212 

science. To develop a model for assessing and grading students engaged in this type of learning experience, 213 

the assessment aims and practices of a community of experienced course-based research instructors were 214 

collected and analyzed. This approach defines four aims of course-based research assessment – 1) Assessing 215 

Laboratory Work and Scientific Thinking; 2) Evaluating Mastery of Concepts, Quantitative Thinking and 216 

Skills; 3) Appraising Forms of Scientific Communication; and 4) Metacognition of Learning – along with a set 217 

of practices for each aim. These aims and practices of assessment were then integrated with previously 218 

developed models of course-based research instruction to reveal an assessment program in which instructors 219 

provide extensive feedback to support productive student engagement in research while grading those aspects 220 

of research that are necessary for the student to succeed. Assessment conducted in this way delicately 221 

balances the need to facilitate students’ ongoing research with the requirement of a final grade without 222 

undercutting the important aims of a CRE education.  223 
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INTRODUCTION 224 

Recent educational initiatives in STEM are facilitating wide-spread implementation of course-based research 225 

experiences (CRE) because they increase persistence for students across many demographics (Russell et al., 226 

2007; Jordan et al., 2014; Hanauer et al., 2017; Hernandez et al., 2018). This educational approach is 227 

characterized by having students involved in conducting and contributing to authentic scientific research 228 

projects (Hanauer et al., 2006, 2012, 2016, 2017; Hanauer and Dolan, 2014; PCAST, 2012; Graham et al., 229 

2013; Auchincloss et al., 2014; Hernandez et al., 2018). Recent research on the pedagogical approach to 230 

teaching a CRE describes how this educational design transitions the ways in which instructors teach and the 231 

way in which the relationship between the instructor and the student is conceptualized and manifest (Hanauer 232 

et al., 2022). In particular, the hierarchy which is so prevalent in most educational settings is flattened slightly 233 

with the instructor and student working together on a shared research project (Hanauer et al., 2022). The 234 

expertise of the instructor is utilized in supporting a research process, the outcomes of which are not 235 

necessarily known (Auchincloss et al., 2014). For both instructor and student, the research is on-going and to 236 

a degree unpredictable. Timing for various outcomes may vary across students and projects, the type of 237 

interaction and expertise that the instructor has to provide may change and broadly the instructor and student 238 

need to be flexible in the ways in which they interact around the emerging scientific work. Hanauer et al., 239 

(2022) describe in detail the nature of this pedagogy and the ways in which instructors work with students in 240 

teaching a CRE.  241 

While the pedagogical implementation of a CRE transitions the relations between instructor and student, the 242 

institutional requirement for a grade has not changed. Classroom grading is a significant and ubiquitous 243 

practice in STEM education in general and is a requirement whether the class is a CRE or not. The specific 244 

nature of a CRE raises several problems in relation to classroom grading. How does a teacher maintain the 245 

process of “shared” scientific research that is important beyond the classroom, if the instructor is “grading” 246 

the student on in-class tasks?  When the nature of a class is not dictated by delimited content knowledge or a 247 

prescribed set of skills, what are the aims of assessment within a CRE? How does an instructor support and 248 

encourage a student during the challenges and potential failures of authentic science, if both student and 249 

instructor know that they need to assign a grade for the work being conducted? Broadly the problem of 250 

assessing and grading students in a CRE is that the CRE aims to provide a professional, authentic research 251 

experience in which the student feels that they are scientists. Grading seems quite artificial in this particular 252 

educational design.  253 

Prior approaches to assessing a student’s scientific inquiry divide into two camps: analytic schemes and 254 

authentic task modelling. Early work used an analytic scheme to define the components of scientific inquiry 255 

and suggested methods for assessing each of the parts in isolation. For example, Zachos (2004) delineates the 256 
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core capabilities of scientific inquiry to include coordinating theories, searching for underlying principles, 257 

being concerned with precision, identifying sources of error in measurement and proportional reasoning, and 258 

suggest these should be used in the design of a series of performance tasks.  Wenning (2007) designed a 259 

multiple-choice test of the components of a scientific inquiry such as identifying a problem, formulating a 260 

hypothesis, generating a prediction, designing an experiment, collecting and organizing data, using statistical 261 

methods and explaining results. Shavelson et al., (1998) proposed using a range of performance tasks to 262 

evaluate scientific inquiry abilities of students. In line with this analytic approach, Palaez et al., 2017 specified 263 

a set of core experimentation competencies consisting of the categories - identify, question, plan, conduct, 264 

analyze, conclude and communicate. Zelaya, Blumer & Beck (2022) categorize 14 survey style instruments 265 

and 16 evaluation rubrics in relation to this set of competencies specifying the degree of overlap between 266 

each tool and the specified competencies. Similarly, in an extensive review of the existing tools that can be 267 

used for the assessment of a CURE, Shortlidge & Brownell (2016) review 26 survey style tools that can be 268 

used to assess different aspects of the research experience such as critical thinking, views of science, project 269 

ownership, biological concepts and experimental design. What many these approaches have in common is the 270 

idea that the grading of scientific inquiry can be externalized from the actual research that the student is 271 

doing; students are evaluated for a set of skills, competencies, dispositions and abilities for future scientific 272 

research.  273 

The second camp proposed modelling authentic activity. In principle, if a CRE involves authentic research 274 

which produces scientific findings useful for a scientific community and the student is seen as a researcher, it 275 

would be logical that the evaluation of the student’s work would be situated in the ways professional scientists 276 

are evaluated. However, practically, waiting for a paper to be published or a poster presented at a professional 277 

conference would be problematic both in relation to timing and the threshold level for successful student 278 

outcomes. Instead, Hanauer, Hatfull & Jacobs-Sera (2009) proposed an approach termed Active Assessment 279 

which analyzes the professional research practices of a specific research project and then uses these as a way 280 

of generating a rubric for evaluating student work. Assessment is done on the student as they work through 281 

the scientific inquiry they are involved in. A similar approach has been proposed by Dolan and Weaver 282 

(2021). What characterizes this approach are the ideas that assessment and grading should be situated in the 283 

performance of a student while conducting research in the CRE and that this assessment should be based on 284 

professional performance.  285 

However, while this second approach offers a conceptual basis of how assessment in a CRE could be 286 

conducted, it is not based on data from actual instructors teaching a CRE. The aim of this study is to look at 287 

how experienced instructors in a large-scale CRE program -- the Science Education Alliance (SEA) program 288 

by the Howard Hughes Medical Institute (HHMI) – describe their processes of assessing their students 289 

engaged in course-based research. Working with this large community of experienced CRE instructors over a 290 
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two-year period, models of CRE assessment were developed.  In addition, this current paper builds upon 291 

prior research on models of CRE instruction, which were similarly developed with this community of SEA 292 

instructors, (Hanauer, et al., 2022). The outcome of this study thus provides insight into how CREs can be 293 

assessed and graded while maintaining the pedagogical approach designed to provide an authentic research 294 

experience for students and enhance persistence.  295 

Issues with Assessment and Grading 296 

In a classic text, Walvoord and Anderson (1998) specify a series of basic roles that grading is expected to 297 

perform: 1) It should be a reliable measure of a student’s performance of required work; 2) It should be a 298 

means of communicating the quality of the student’s performance with parents, other faculty, the university, 299 

future institutions and places of work; 3) It should be a source of motivation; 4) It should provide meaningful 300 

information for feedback to students and instructors to enhance learning; and 5) It can be a way of organizing 301 

class work. However, as seen in the scholarship, the implementation of grading is not unproblematic.  302 

As documented over decades, there are questions as to whether grading always fulfills the stated aims above 303 

(Jaschik, 2009). Prior research has suggested that STEM faculty have the knowledge to create assessment 304 

tasks but often lack an understanding of how to validate these tasks (Hanauer & Bauerle, 2015). Some faculty 305 

problematically assume that the way they were graded is a basis for the grading of their own students leading 306 

to a persistence of outdated assessment practices (Boothroyd & McMorris, 1992). When considering what to 307 

assess and grade, there can be confusion between learning components tied to stated learning objectives of 308 

the course and other aspects of being a student such as punctuality, attendance, and participation (Hu, 2005). 309 

Additionally, there is little agreement between instructors as to which components should go into a grade 310 

with different instructors varying greatly in relation to how assessment is conducted (Cizek, Fitzgerald & 311 

Rachor, 1996). Research has also shown that grades can vary in relation to variables such as instructors, 312 

departments, disciplines and institutions (Lipnevich, et al., 2020) and in relation to specific student 313 

characteristics such as physical attractiveness (Baron & Byrne, 2004) and ethnicity (Fajardo, 1985).  314 

It is important to understand the central role grading plays in the lives of students. Grading can increase 315 

anxiety, fear, lack of interest and hinder the ability to perform on subsequent tasks (Butler, 1988; Crooks, 316 

1988, Pulfrey et al., 2011). There are alarming rates of attrition from STEM documented for students who 317 

identify as African American or Black, Latino or Hispanic, and American Indian and Alaska Native (Asai, 318 

2020; Whitcomb & Chandralekha, 2021; National Science Board, 2018) and low grades is one of the factors 319 

that leads to this outcome (Whitcomb & Chandralekha, 2021). The relationship between grading and 320 

persistence is situated in the effect of negative feedback on performance (such as a lower-than-expected 321 

grade) and the individual’s sense of self-efficacy in that field (Bandura, 1991, 2005). Students who identify as 322 

African American or Black, Latino or Hispanic, and American Indian and Alaska Native may enter the STEM 323 
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fields with pre-existing fears and anxieties about their work resulting from stereotype threat (Hilts et al., 324 

2018). Negative experiences with grading further exacerbate these feelings leading to a disbelief in their ability 325 

to continue in STEM and hence attrition from that course of study (Hilts et al., 2018; Whitcomb & 326 

Chandralekha, 2021). Recent research has shown that grading works in two parallel ways: lower grades limit 327 

the opportunities that are available to students and increase the negative psychological impact on students’ 328 

intent to persist in STEM (Hatfield, Brown & Topaz, 2022). As such grading, if not conducted appropriately, 329 

could directly undermine the main aim of a CRE – increased persistence in STEM for all students.  330 

METHODOLOGY 331 

Overview: A multi-method, large-scale and multi-year research methodology was employed in this study. Data 332 

collection and analysis was conducted over a two-year period in a series of designed stages with full 333 

participation from a large group of CRE instructors and a dedicated science education research team. The 334 

project developed in the following stages:  335 

1) Survey: The initial stage of the study involved a qualitative and quantitative survey. The qualitative 336 

section asked about grading and assessment procedures used by instructors in their CRE courses and 337 

asked for a detailed explanation of the way these were used in their courses. The quantitative section 338 

used the psychometrically validated scales of the Faculty Self-Reported Assessment survey (Hanauer 339 

and Bauerle, 2015) to evaluate the knowledge level of the surveyed faculty. The aim of this first stage 340 

of the project was to collect descriptive data on the participants’ understanding of assessment and 341 

specific information on the way they conduct assessment and grading in their courses.  342 

2) Analysis and Large-Scale Community Checking of Assessment Aims and Practices: Data from the qualitative 343 

study was analyzed using a systematic content analysis process and the quantitative data was analyzed 344 

using standard statistical procedures. The quantitative data was analyzed in terms of high-level 345 

assessment aims and specific grading and assessment practices. All analyses were summarized and 346 

then presented in a workshop setting to a cohort of 106 CRE instructors. In a small-focus group 347 

format, the aims and practices were presented and instructors provided written feedback on the 348 

validity of the analysis, the specification of the high-level aims, the specification of practices and the 349 

assignment of the practices to assessment. Instructors responded within the workshop and were 350 

subsequently given an additional week to provide online responses to the questions posed. All data 351 

was collected using an online survey tool. 352 

3) Analysis and Community Checking of Models of Assessment and Grading: Data from the first stage of 353 

community checking was analyzed for modifications to the assessment aims and the assigned 354 

assessment and grading practices. Percentage of agreement with the aims and practices was calculated 355 

and modifications to the models were assigned. During this analysis there were no changes to the 356 
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high-level aims, but several specific practices were added. Once the table of aims and practices had 357 

been finalized, the original survey commentary dealing with how assessment and grading were 358 

conducted was consulted. Using this commentary and the pedagogical models of CRE instruction 359 

(Hanauer et al., 2021), the aims and practices of assessment were integrated with the discussion of 360 

CRE instruction. Three integrated models were developed and presented to a dedicated group of 23 361 

instructors for validation process. Instructors were asked to provide feedback on the quality and 362 

descriptive validity of the models, the specification of aims of assessment and the specific practices. 363 

Instructors provided feedback during the workshop and for a week after the workshop. All data were 364 

collected using an online survey tool. 365 

4) Finalization of the Models: Feedback from the workshop was analyzed for verification of the models 366 

and any required modifications that might be needed. Agreement with the models and their 367 

components were checked. Following this process, the models were finalized.  368 

Participants: Participants for this study were elicited from the full set of instructors who teach in the SEA 369 

program. The SEA program is a large-scale, two semesters, program implemented at 190 institutions 370 

predominantly with Freshman and Sophomore students. This course is supported by the Howard Hughes 371 

Medical Institute and has scientific support from the Hatfull laboratory at the University of Pittsburgh. For 372 

the first stage of data collection, a survey request was sent to 330 SEA instructors. 105 faculty responded with 373 

72 instructors providing full answers on the survey. Table 1 presents the instructor demographics. The SEA 374 

faculty respondents are predominantly White (58.1%) and women (49.5%). A range of academic ranks 375 

from instructor to full professor were represented in the sample. As seen in Table 1, the majority of 376 

respondents had at least three years of teaching in the program and above 6+ years of teaching postsecondary 377 

science. Respondents for the community checking of the model were drawn from the SEA faculty. For each 378 

stage 100+ instructors participated. Demographic data was not collected on the participants at the 2 379 

community checking sessions. As a community of CRE instructors, during the semester, the SEA has a 380 

weekly 1-hour, Friday afternoon session providing scientific and educational instructor development. During 381 

the Fall 2022 semester, two sessions were conducted by the Lead Assessment Coordinator of the SEA (Dr. 382 

Hanauer) dedicated to the development of a meaningful assessment approach. The sessions involved a lecture 383 

approach of general principles of assessment including constructive alignment between objectives and 384 

instruments, active assessment instruments that could be used and ways of interpreting outcomes. 385 

Participation in these Friday sessions were voluntary. Approximately 50 faculty attended these two sessions.  386 

Instruments: As described in the overview of the research process, data collection consisted of a qualitative and 387 

quantitative initial survey, followed by a large community checking survey and a final assessment model 388 

checking survey. A specific tool was developed for each of these stages. The original survey consisted of three 389 

sections:  390 
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1. Familiarity with Assessment Terms: The first set of items were from the psychometrically 391 

validated Faculty Self-Reported Assessment survey (Hanauer & Bauerle, 2015). The survey consists 392 

of 24 established terms relating to assessment, organized into two components – assessment 393 

program and instrument knowledge, and knowledge of assessment validation procedures. On a 5-394 

point scale of familiarity (1=I have never heard this term before; 5=I am completely familiar with 395 

this term and know what it means), faculty rated each of the terms in relation to their familiarity with 396 

the term. The FRAS is used to evaluate levels of experience and exposure of faculty to assessment 397 

instruments and procedures. See Table 2 for a full list of the assessment terms used.  398 

2. Qualitative Reporting of Student Assessment: The second set of items were qualitative and 399 

required the instructor to describe the way in which they assess students in the SEA program, to 400 

specify the types of assessment used (such as quiz, rubric…etc.), and to explain what each assessment 401 

is used for. Following the first question, faculty were asked to describe how they grade students and 402 

what goes into the final grade. Answers consisted of written responses.  403 

3. Self-Efficacy Assessment Scales:   The third set of items consisted self-reported measures of 404 

confidence in completing different aspects of assessment. The 12 items were taken from the FRAS 405 

(Hanauer & Bauerle, 2015) and consisted of a set of statements about the ability to perform different 406 

aspects of the assessment process (see Table 3 for a full list of the statement). All statements were 407 

rated on an agreement scale (1=Strongly Disagree, 5=Strongly Agree).  408 

In order to collect verbal responses during the community checking stage of this project, participants 409 

completed an online survey that was presented following a shared online session in which the analyses of the 410 

main aims of assessment and the associated practices were presented (see Table 3). The survey asked for a 411 

written response to the following questions relating to each of the specified aims and associated practices:  412 

1. Does this assessment aim make sense to you? Please specify if you agree or disagree that this is an 413 

aim of your CRE assessment. 414 

2. For this aim, do the practices listed above make sense to you? Please comment on any that do not. 415 

3. For this aim, are there practices of assessment that are not listed? If so, please list these additional 416 

practices and describe what these practices are used to evaluate.  417 

4. Are there aims of assessment beyond the 4 that are listed above? If so, please describe any additional 418 

aims of assessment below. 419 

The final community checking procedure involved the presentation of the full models of assessment to the 420 

collected participants in a shared online session (see Figures 1, 2 and 3). Following the presentation of the 421 

models, the participants were divided into groups and each group was assigned a model to discuss and 422 
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respond to. Each model was reviewed by two groups, and all responses were collected using an online written 423 

survey with the following questions:  424 

1. For each of the instructional models, have the appropriate assessment aims been specified?  425 

2. For each of the instruction models, have the appropriate assessment practices been specified?  426 

3. Overall, do the models present an accurate and useful description of grading practices in the SEA? 427 

4. Please suggest any modifications and comments you have on the model. 428 

Procedures: Data was collected in three stages. The initial stage consisted of an online survey that was 429 

distributed to all faculty of the SEA using the web-based platform Qualtrics. Following the informed consent 430 

process responses to the qualitative and quantitative items were recorded. The second stage involved the 431 

collection of community checking data from SEA instructors. A dedicated online Zoom session was arranged 432 

for this during one of the monthly virtual faculty meetings organized through the SEA program. During a 433 

one-hour session the analysis of the aims of assessment and the associated practices were presented to the 434 

faculty. In small groups (breakout rooms), each of the aims and its associated practices were discussed. 435 

Following the session, an online survey was sent to faculty to collect their level of agreement with the aims 436 

and practices that were presented. They were also asked to modify or add any aims or practices that had been 437 

missed in the presented analysis of the original survey. The third stage of community checking data analysis 438 

consisted of a second online session during the regular end- of- week faculty meeting. During a one-hour 439 

session, each of the assessment models was presented to the faculty who then discussed them in small groups 440 

(breakout rooms). A survey was sent to the faculty during the session to respond to the models and write 441 

their responses to the models. All data was collected in accordance with the guidelines of Indiana University 442 

of Pennsylvania IRB #21-214.  443 

Analysis: The analysis of the data in this study was conducted in four related stages. The initial survey had 444 

both quantitative and qualitative data. The quantitative data was analyzed using established statistical 445 

descriptive methods. The qualitative verbal data consisted of a series of written statements relating to the 446 

practices used for assessment by the different instructors and the aims of using these practices. Using an 447 

emergent content analysis approach, each of the instructor statements was analyzed and coded. Two different 448 

initial code books were developed. One dealt with the list of practices used by the faculty; the second 449 

involved the explanation of why these practices were used and what the instructor was trying to assess. The 450 

data was coded by two trained applied linguistic researchers and following several iterations, a high level of 451 

agreement was reached on the practices and aims specified by the instructors. The second stage of this 452 

analysis of the verbal survey data consisted of combining the aims and practices codes. The specified 453 

practices across all of the instructors for each of the aims was tabulated. A frequency count of the number of 454 

faculty who specified each of the practices was conducted. The outcome of the first stage of analysis was a 455 
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statistical description of the levels of knowledge and confidence of faculty on assessment issues and the 456 

specification of four main aims of assessment with associated assessment practices.  457 

The second stage of analysis followed the presentation of the tabulated coded data from the original survey to 458 

participants. In this stage of community checking, faculty specified agreement (or disagreement) with the 459 

assessment aims and the set of associated practices. The verbal responses were analyzed by two applied 460 

linguistics researchers and modifications were made to the tabulated data. The degree of agreement with each 461 

of the aims and associated practices was counted. Any additional practices specified by faculty were added to 462 

the model. No new aims were specified and as such no changes were made. The table of assessment aims and 463 

practices was finalized. 464 

Having established the aims of assessment and related practices, a third stage of analysis involved integrating 465 

the emergent assessment aims and practices with models of CRE instruction which had been previously 466 

defined for the SEA instructors (see Hanauer et al., 2022 for full details). A team of two researchers worked 467 

together to specify the points of interaction between the instructional and assessment components of CRE 468 

teaching. Using the qualitative data of the original models and the verbal statements of aims for the 469 

assessment data, integrated models of assessment were developed. Following several iterations, three 470 

assessment models corresponding to the instructional models were specified.  471 

The final stage of analysis followed the presentation of the models of assessment to the community of SEA 472 

faculty. A team of two researchers went over the changes presented by faculty in relation to each of the 473 

models. Changes that were specified, such as the addition of specific practices into different models, were 474 

made. The outcome of this process was a series of three models that capture the aims and practices of 475 

assessment.  476 

RESULTS 477 

Instructor Familiarity and Self-Efficacy with Assessment 478 

To build models of CRE assessment based on qualitative reports from instructors in the SEA program, we 479 

first evaluated instructors’ knowledge of assessment terms and their confidence in implementing assessment 480 

tasks. For instructor knowledge of assessment, we utilized the Faculty Self-Reported Assessment Survey 481 

(FRAS) (Hanauer and Bauerle, 2015) – a tool which measures two components of assessment knowledge: 1) 482 

knowledge of assessment programs and instruments and 2) knowledge of assessment validation. Internal 483 

consistency was calculated for the each of the FRAS components. Cronbach’s Alpha was 0.86 for the 484 

Knowledge of assessment programs and instruments components and 0.94 for the knowledge of assessment 485 

validation component. These levels suggest that each of the components is sufficiently consistent and hence 486 

reliable  487 
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For the Program and Instrument component, instructors reported high levels of familiarity (Scale = 1 – 5, 488 

Grand Mean= 4.26, Std. = 0.55). All items were above 4 (high level of familiarity), except for the terms 489 

related to performance assessment. These latter terms, which include Alternative Assessment and Authentic 490 

Assessment, were nevertheless familiar to instructors (above 3). The Validation components of the survey, 491 

which addresses terms relating to the evaluation and quality control of assessment development, were also 492 

familiar to instructors (Grand Mean = 3.34, Std. = 0.35). This result is in line with prior studies of faculty 493 

knowledge of assessment terms (Hanauer and Bauerle, 2015). The results overall for the two dimensions 494 

suggest that instructors in this study have the required degree of assessment understanding to be reliable 495 

reporters of their assessment procedures and activities.  496 

To augment the FRAS data, self-efficacy data was collected on instructors’ confidence in completing 497 

assessment related tasks. Internal consistency was calculated for the self-efficacy scale. Cronbach’s Alpha was 498 

0.93 which shows that this scale is reliable As shown in Table 3, instructors reported high levels of confidence 499 

in their assessment abilities (Scale = 1 – 5, Grand Mean =4.04, Std. =0.65). The highest confidence was in 500 

relation to defining important components of their course and student learning outcomes, while the lowest 501 

levels of confidence were in relation to the ability to evaluate, analyze and report on their assessments. The 502 

confidence levels for the latter were still relatively high (just below 4) and reflect, to a certain extent, the same 503 

trend as seen using the FRAS instrument. Taking into consideration the results of the FRAS and self-efficacy 504 

tasks, instructors report moderate to high levels of assessment expertise and confidence, which suggest that 505 

these instructors have the required expertise to report and evaluate the aims, practices and models of CRE 506 

assessment.  507 

Aims and Practices of CRE Assessment 508 

A fundamental goal of this study was to describe the aims and practices of experienced CRE instructors for 509 

assessing students in a CRE. As described in the methodology section, a list of aims and practices for 510 

assessment was elicited from the written survey data completed by instructors in the HHMI SEA program, 511 

which was then community-checked and modified. The faculty were asked to describe how they assess 512 

students in the SEA program what types of assessment used (such as quiz, rubric…etc.), and to explain what 513 

each assessment is used for. The aims specified by the faculty reflected components of pedagogical activity 514 

that came together while teaching a CRE. So, for example, assessing the physical work of lab was integrated 515 

with scientific thinking as a single aim. Broadly the aims reflected work in the laboratory, aspects of mastery, 516 

communication and student self-evaluation of their learning 517 

4 central aims of CRE assessment were defined. For each aim, there were a cluster of assessment practices 518 

that were employed to assess student learning, with different instructors utilizing different subsets of these 519 
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practices. The aims of CRE assessment, the practices related to each of the aims, and the degree of agreement 520 

amongst faculty for each aim and set of practices are presented in Table 4 and described below:  521 

1. Assess Laboratory Work and Scientific Thinking: The objective of this assessment aim was to 522 

assess a student’s readiness, in terms of their practices, thought patterns and ethics, to function as a 523 

researcher in the laboratory setting. As seen in Table 4, several different practices were related to this 524 

aim, which include 1) assessing student behaviors such as participation, attendance, citizenship, 525 

collaboration, safety and independence, and 2) assessing students’ scientific thinking based on their 526 

lab notebooks, data cards, independent research, conference participation and informal discussion. 527 

During the community checking stage, 85.95% of the faculty specified that this category was an aim 528 

of their assessment program and that the assigned practices were appropriate.  529 

2. Evaluate Mastery of Concepts, Quantitative Thinking, and Skills: The objective of this 530 

assessment aim was to assess the underpinning knowledge and skills that students need in order to 531 

function successfully, as a researcher, in the CRE laboratory setting. The practices related to this 532 

assessment aim include 1) the checking of laboratory techniques and skills using practical exams and 533 

lab notebooks, 2) the evaluation of required scientific knowledge through exams, tests, quizzes, 534 

written reports and articles, and 3) the assessment of quantitative knowledge. During the community 535 

checking stage, 80.99% of faculty specified that this category was an aim of their assessment program 536 

and that the assigned practices were appropriate. 537 

3. Appraise Forms of Scientific Communication: The objective of this assessment aim was to 538 

evaluate the ability of students to convey their research and attain scientific knowledge through the 539 

different forms of science communication. The practices related to this assessment include 1) oral 540 

abilities such as oral presentation, peer review, lab notebook meetings, scientific poster and elevator 541 

speech, and 2) literacy abilities such as reading and writing a research paper, report writing, notebook 542 

writing, scientific paper reading, literature review, and poster creation. 63.64% of faculty specified 543 

that this category was part of their assessment program.  544 

4. Metacognition of Learning: The objective of this assessment aim was to assess the ability of 545 

students to regulate and oversee their own learning process. This aim is based on the assumption that 546 

being in control of your learning process improves the ability to learn. The practices related to this 547 

aim include reflection, discussion and an exit ticket. 76.85% of faculty specified that this category was 548 

part of their assessment program.  549 

These four aims and associated practices define a program of assessment for CRE teaching. As depicted in 550 

Figure 1, the central aspect of an assessment program for a CRE is to evaluate the ability of a student to work 551 

and think in a scientific way. This central aspect is supported by two underpinning forms of knowledge: 1) 552 

mastery of concepts, quantitative thinking and skills and 2) the ability to communicate science. Overseeing 553 

In review



 

18 

 

the whole process is metacognition, which allows the student to regulate and direct their learning process. 554 

Accordingly, information on the students’ functioning across all these areas are collected as part of the 555 

assessment program.  556 

---- INSERT FIGURE 1 ABOUT HERE ---- 557 

Models of Assessment in a CRE 558 

The assessment program presented in this study is implemented by instructors in conjunction with a program 559 

of CRE instruction that has been previously described (Hanauer et al., 2022). The assessment aims and 560 

practices described here can therefore be integrated with the aims and practices (or models) of CRE 561 

instruction.  The stated aims of CRE instruction are 1) Facilitating the experience of being a scientist and 562 

generating data; 2) Developing procedural knowledge, that is the skills and knowledge required to function as 563 

a researcher; and 3) Fostering project ownership, which include the feelings of personal ownership and 564 

responsibility over their scientific research and education (Hanauer, et al., 2022). These aims are directly in 565 

line with the broad aim of a CRE in providing a student with an authentic research experience (Dolan & 566 

Weaver 2021). In the sections that follow, and using a constructive alignment approach (Ambrose, et al, 2010; 567 

Biggs, 1996), the assessment aims and practices uncovered in this study are presented with the associated 568 

models of CRE instruction previously described. 569 

 Model 1: Assessing Being a Scientist and Generating Data 570 

Being a scientist and generating novel data is a core aspect of a CRE. As shown in Figure 2 and described 571 

below, the instructional approach to achieving this aim involves three stages of instruction:  572 

 573 

a) Stage 1 involves preparing the student with the required knowledge and procedures in order to 574 

function as a researcher who can produce usable data for the scientific community. The pedagogy 575 

employed here includes the use of explicit instruction to provide students with the foundational 576 

knowledge to understand the science they are involved with and protocol training to make sure a 577 

student can perform the required scientific task.    578 

 579 

Accordingly, assessment in this first stage of the model is aimed at Evaluating Mastery of Concepts 580 

and Quantitative Thinking. The assessment practices used here include both exams and in class 581 

quizzes, which are well suited for this purpose. Additionally, given that this foundational scientific 582 

knowledge must often be retrieved from various forms of scientific communication, including 583 

lecture, a research paper, a poster and an informal discussion with an expert, the ability to use 584 

scientific communication for knowledge acquisition is also evaluated. Practices such as the evaluation 585 
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of a literature search report or presentation at a journal club can provide information on how the 586 

student understands and uses different modes of scientific communication. Combined, the use of 587 

exams, quizzes, literature search reports and journal club participation can provide a rich picture of 588 

the foundational knowledge of a student as they enter the process of doing authentic research. 589 

 590 

To assess a student’s ability to use a range of specific protocol properly, instructors rely on practical 591 

exams and a student’s lab notebook, which are well established ways of checking whether a student 592 

understands and knows how to perform a specific procedure. Beyond these approaches, instructors 593 

reported that they used informal discussion, reflective writing, article writing and the lab notebook 594 

meeting to evaluate formally and informally whether the students understand how to perform the 595 

different scientific tasks that are required of them. This combination of explicit teaching of scientific 596 

knowledge and procedures, with formal and informal assessment of these abilities, serves to create a 597 

basis for the second stage of this pedagogical model, described below. 598 

 599 

b. Stage 2 involves supporting students to manage the process of implementing procedures in order to 600 

generate authentic data. A central aspect of this stage is that the student moves from a consumer to a 601 

producer of knowledge, and this involves a change in the students’ mindset concerning thinking 602 

processes, independence, perseverance and the ability to collaborate with others. Importantly, as is 603 

the case with science, positive results are not guaranteed and students face the ambiguity of failed 604 

outcomes and unclear paths forward. It is for this reason that the pedagogy at this stage involves a 605 

range of different supportive measures on the part of the instructor. These include modeling 606 

scientific thinking, providing encouragement and enthusiasm, mentoring the student at different 607 

points and, most importantly, making sure that the students understand that the scientific process is 608 

one that is fraught with challenges that need to be overcome. A lot of instruction is provided at the 609 

time that a task or event occurs.  610 

 611 

Assessment at this stage is covered by the aim of Assessing Laboratory Work and Scientific Thinking 612 

and the Metacognition of Learning. The scientific thinking of the student is primarily assessed 613 

through the discussion of the lab notebook, data and annotation cards, often during lab meetings. 614 

Importantly, as reported by faculty, a lot of this assessment is directed by informal discussion with 615 

the aim of providing direct feedback to the student so that they can perform the tasks that are 616 

required. This is very much a formative assessment approach with direct discussion with the student 617 

while they are working and in relation to the research they are doing. There are behaviors that faculty 618 

specify are important to track, such as participation, attendance, collaboration, lab citizenship and lab 619 

safety. These behaviors are a prerequisite for the research to move forward for the student and the 620 
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research group as a whole. The use of assessment practices such as reflection and discussion allows 621 

the assessment of the degree of independence of the student, in addition to actually positioning the 622 

student as independent; the requirement of a reflection task, whether written in one’s lab notebook 623 

or verbally, situates the students as the researcher thinking through what they are doing. Overall, this 624 

stage involves extensive informal formative assessment of where the student is in the process from 625 

the practical, scientific and emotional aspects of doing science, combined with a more formal 626 

evaluation of the behaviors which underpin a productive and safe research environment. 627 

 628 

c. The third and final stage of this pedagogical model involves the actual scientific output produced by 629 

the student researcher. A CRE is defined by the requirement that data is produced that is actually 630 

useful for a broader community of scientists. If the second stage of the assessment of this 631 

pedagogical model is characterized by informal, formative assessment approaches, this final stage is 632 

characterized primarily by formal summative assessment. At this stage the student has produced 633 

scientific knowledge and is in the process of reporting this knowledge using established modes of 634 

scientific communication. The student is assessed in relation to the knowledge they have produced 635 

and the way they communicate it. As such, both the aims of Assessing Laboratory Work and 636 

Scientific Thinking and the Appraisal of Forms of Scientific Communication are utilized. The lab 637 

notebook, data card, annotation, conference presentation, oral presentation and poster all involve a 638 

double summative assessment approach: an evaluation of the quality of the scientific work that has 639 

been produced and an evaluation of the ability of the student to communicate this knowledge using 640 

established written and verbal modes of scientific communication. This final stage provides the 641 

opportunity for evaluating the whole of the research experience that the student has been involved 642 

in.  643 

To summarize, the instruction and assessment model of Being a Scientist and Generating Data has three 644 

distinct stages. The initial stage is designed to make sure that the student can perform the required tasks and 645 

understand the underlying science. Assessment at this stage is important as the learning involved in this stage 646 

is a prerequisite for the second stage of the model. During the second stage, while the student is functioning 647 

as a researcher, the primary focus of the assessment model is to provide feedback to the student and the 648 

required level of expertise advice and emotional support to allow the research to move forward. This stage is 649 

characterized by informal discussion and is primarily a formative assessment approach. The final stage is 650 

directed at evaluating the scientific outcomes and the student’s ability to communicate them. Assessment at 651 

this stage offers a direct understanding of the quality of the work that has been conducted, the degree to 652 

which the student understands the work, and the ability of the student to communicate it.  653 

--- INSERT FIGURE 2 ABOUT HERE ---- 654 
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Model 2: Assessing Procedural Knowledge 655 

Being able to perform a range of scientific procedures is a central and underpinning aspect of being a scientist 656 

and a core feature of a CRE. Figure 3 presents a pedagogical and assessment model for teaching procedural 657 

knowledge. As seen in the previous model, protocols are an important precursor that enables an 658 

undergraduate student to conduct scientific research. In model 2, how students learn scientific procedures is 659 

further explicated from model 1. As can be seen in Figure 3, there are three stages to the development of 660 

procedural knowledge.  661 

a. The first stage involves enhancing the students’ content knowledge concerning the science behind 662 

the protocol they are using and scientific context of the research they will be involved with. For a 663 

student to become an independent researcher, they need to be able to not just follow a set of 664 

procedures but also to understand the science that it relates to. The pedagogical practice involved 665 

here includes explicit instruction, discussion and reading of primary literature. From an assessment 666 

perspective, the evaluation of this underpinning content knowledge is conducted using established 667 

practices such as exams, tests and quizzes. In addition, as reported by faculty, this material was 668 

informally discussed with students to gauge understanding of the context and role of the procedure.  669 

 670 

b. In the second stage, students are taught how to implement the procedure and to think like a scientist. 671 

This involves using a protocol, scientifically thinking through the process of using a protocol, and 672 

appropriate documentation of the process of using a protocol. Scientific thinking at this stage 673 

includes interpretation of outcomes, problem solving, and deciding about next steps. In this way, 674 

learning a protocol is not only about being able to perform, analyze and document a procedure 675 

appropriately, but also involves the development of independence for the researcher. These two 676 

components are related in that if a student really has a full understanding of the procedure, they can 677 

also make decisions and function more autonomously. Such mastery is particularly critical in a CRE 678 

because the research being conducted is intended to support an ongoing authentic research program. 679 

As reported by faculty, there are both formal and informal assessments that facilitate this evaluation. 680 

Practical exams allow faculty to really check the performance of a particular procedure and their 681 

understanding. Lab notebook evaluation, lab meeting interactions and informal discussion about the 682 

work of a student as they perform certain tasks provides further evidence of the student’s mastery of 683 

the concepts and skills that are involved. These interactions are primarily formative and have the aim 684 

of providing feedback for the improvement of the student’s understanding of scientific procedures.  685 

 686 

An additional level of assessment at this stage relates to the ability of students to document their 687 

research in the lab notebook, explain their research in a lab meeting and to converse with peers and 688 
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instructors about what they are doing. These are all aspect of scientific communication, and 689 

assessment at this second stage of learning procedural knowledge includes the aims evaluating 690 

mastery of concepts and skills and of an appraisal of scientific communication. Since these are new 691 

forms of communication for many undergraduate students, instructors report using rubrics to 692 

evaluate and provide feedback on the quality of the communication. 693 

  694 

c. The final stage of this model relates to the scientific outcomes of the students’ work. At this stage, 695 

assessment aims to evaluate the quality of the outcomes of these procedures and the level to which 696 

the student really understands what they have done. Evaluation here therefore combines the use of 697 

data cards, annotation outputs, lab notebooks, oral presentations, conference participation, and the 698 

student’s reflections on their own work. As reported by faculty, not all procedures are successful and 699 

students are not graded negatively for a failed experiment as long as the procedures, including the 700 

thinking involved, follows the scientific process. Thus, as reported by faculty, both the instructor and 701 

the student often work collaboratively to evaluate how well the student understands the different 702 

procedures they are learning to use.  703 

--- INSERT FIGURE 3 ABOUT HERE ---  704 

Model 3: Assessing the Facilitation of Project Ownership 705 

The educational practice of a CRE involves a desired transition of the student from being a more passive 706 

learner of knowledge to being an active producer of knowledge who is integrated into a larger community of 707 

researchers. This transition, in which the student has a sense of ownership over their work and responsibility 708 

over their research and learning, is an aim of CRE pedagogy and has important ramifications to being a 709 

student researcher (Hanauer, et al., 2022). Furthermore, prior research has shown that the development of a 710 

sense of project ownership differentiates between an authentic research experience and a more traditional 711 

laboratory course. Figure 4 presents the pedagogical and assessment model of fostering project ownership. 712 

The model has three stages of development. 713 

a. The first stage of fostering project ownership is developing in students a broad understanding and 714 

ability to perform a range of scientific protocols. This is because project ownership requires the belief 715 

and the ability to actually do science. It is an issue of self-efficacy and mastery of concepts and skills. 716 

As such, the first stage of assessment involves evaluating the degree of mastery a student has over a 717 

specific protocol. As opposed to prior models, this is enacted here through formative, informal 718 

discussions, which also serves to enhance that mastery.  719 

 720 
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b. The second stage of the model aims to develop the student’s sense of personal responsibility. 721 

Primary to this process is the promotion and encouragement of the student’s independence. This can 722 

involve both emotional supports, the provision of resources, and the allotment of time for the 723 

student to ponder the work that they are doing. As reported by faculty, not every question has to be 724 

or can be answered immediately. Allowing a student to think about their work and what they think 725 

should be done is an important aspect of a CRE education. Accordingly, a central component of the 726 

assessment model here is having the student reflect on their work. The task of assessment here thus 727 

expands beyond the instructor to student as well.  728 

 729 

A different aspect of both fostering and assessing responsibility and ownership over one’s research 730 

involves a series of behaviors related to scientific work. Faculty report assessing lab citizenship, 731 

collaboration and lab safety protocols. Being responsible includes behaving in appropriate ways in 732 

the laboratory and as such these aspects of the students’ work are evaluated. Some faculty also 733 

reported that having the student propose projects that extend the ongoing classroom research project 734 

allowed them to assess the degree of independence of the student.  735 

 736 

c. The final stage of the model involves situating the student-researcher within a broader scientific 737 

context. Talking with the student about future careers and educational opportunities, and providing 738 

encouragement and enthusiasm for the work the student is doing positions the student at the center 739 

of their own development. Project ownership involves pride in the research one is doing and seeing 740 

ways in which this work can be developed beyond the specific course. Once again, reflection plays a 741 

central role in assessing and facilitating this, and occurs as an informal and ongoing process. 742 

 743 

In parallel, the outcomes of the research the student does is reported using established modes of 744 

scientific communication. A student is responsible for reporting their work using oral presentations, 745 

scientific posters, research papers and reports. At this point, they will receive feedback on their work 746 

in both formal and informal ways. One important aspect of this reporting is the real-world evaluation 747 

of their output. Other peer student researchers may respond, in addition to faculty and scientists 748 

beyond the classroom. Having ownership over one’s research also includes an understanding that the 749 

work will be evaluated beyond the classroom grade and that the work itself is part of a far larger 750 

community of scientists. In this sense, the evaluation of the scientific output facilitates ownership of 751 

the research itself.  752 

--- INSERT FIGURE 4 ABOUT HERE ---  753 

DISCUSSION 754 
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The main aim of this paper is to explore how assessment of students engaged in course-based research is 755 

implemented and aligned with the educational goals of this form of pedagogy. In terms of constructive 756 

alignment, the aims of any assessment program should reflect and support defined instructional objectives. 757 

Assessment of scientific inquiry, as is typically implemented in traditional labs, focus on mastery of the 758 

components of research (see Wenning 2007 for an example). The aim of instruction and assessment within a 759 

traditional lab is to make sure that a defined procedure has been mastered by the student so that in some 760 

future course or scientific project, the student knows how to perform it. In the traditional lab, grading is 761 

evidence of qualification for the student’s ability to function in a future scientific activity. Failure, if it 762 

happens, is indeed failure and a reason for not progressing further.  763 

In contrast, a CRE aims to provide the student with an authentic research experience in which they are 764 

contributors of research data that is useful for advancing science. As such, mastery is a necessary but not 765 

sufficient aim of assessment. As specified by instructors in this study, mastery of concepts, quantitative 766 

thinking and skills is important in order to conduct and understand a scientific process; but this is situated in 767 

relation to the actual performance of scientific research (also an aim of assessment), which involves an 768 

understanding of how to communicate science and ownership over one’s learning and research activity. Thus, 769 

from the perspective of what to assess, it is clear that assessment in a CRE needs a broader approach than the 770 

assessment program of traditional labs. In this study, four aims of assessment were defined by experienced 771 

CRE instructors: 1) Assessing Laboratory Work and Scientific Thinking; 2) Evaluating Mastery of Concepts, 772 

Quantitative Thinking and Skills; 3) Appraising Forms of Scientific Communication; and 4) Metacognition of 773 

Learning. 774 

The alignment between these assessment aims and the aims of CRE instruction is further explicated here. 775 

Across the instructional aims of Facilitating Being a Scientist and Generating Data, Developing Procedural 776 

Knowledge, and Fostering Project Ownership, the four aims of assessment were seen to provide ways of 777 

collecting useful data that supports the progress of students towards these stated aims of CRE instruction. 778 

With regard to how assessment data is collected in a CRE, there are particular relationships between formal 779 

and informal assessment and the formative and summative approaches. Summative assessment with 780 

formalized tools tended to be at the beginning and end of a research process, in relation to first the 781 

development of required mastery of concept and skills and last the evaluation of scientific outputs, which are 782 

the products of the research. Mastery can be evaluated using tests and exams, while products can be evaluated 783 

using rubrics. In contrast, during the process of conducting the research project, the emphasis is on providing 784 

feedback to students to help support the ongoing work. This includes the use of a range of laboratory 785 

practices, such as lab notebook documentation and lab meetings. And while assessment data is collected, the 786 

response is often informal and formative with the aim of supporting the student to further their research.  787 

In review



 

25 

 

Beyond collecting assessment data, there is also a particular way in which assessment, evaluation and grading 788 

manifest in a CRE setting. The terms of assessment, evaluation and grading are often used interchangeably. 789 

But these terms relate to different concepts. Assessment is primarily a data collection and interpretation task; 790 

evaluation is a judgement in relation to the data collected; and grading is a definitive decision expressed as a 791 

number or letter as to the final quality of the work of a student. The majority of institutions require grades for 792 

a CRE. But not all things that are assessed in a CRE need to be graded. In particular, informal discussion with 793 

students of the different aspects of the scientific tasks students are performing allows the instructor to 794 

provide supportive feedback that facilitates the scientific inquiry. This informal, formative assessment does 795 

not require a grade directly. At the same time, there is a role for assessing and grading the underpinning 796 

knowledge, behaviors (such as lab citizenship, attendance, participation, collaboration and lab safety), and 797 

scientific outputs of the students. Thus, there is a two-tiered assessment and grading process in which, during 798 

the process of scientific inquiry, which is the majority of the course time, assessment data is collected but not 799 

graded; however, the knowledge, skills, behaviors and outcomes are graded. Since the aim of the whole 800 

course is to give the student the experience of being a researcher and to produce scientific data, providing 801 

facilitative feedback based on assessment during the research process helps the student to complete the tasks 802 

in a meaningful way. The grading of the underpinning knowledge, skills and behaviors also facilitates the 803 

work that is conducted in laboratory. Without appropriate mastery and behavior, the lab research will not be 804 

possible. Thus, once again, the form of assessment supports the progress of authentic research. As presented 805 

in this study, the way to grade a CRE is to differentiate the framing of the research that is conducted from the 806 

process of doing the research; provide extensive formative assessment in an informal manner throughout the 807 

research process; grade the underpinning components of knowledge, skill and behavior; and provide a final 808 

grade which weights the quality of the work and the output that is produced. The aim should be for every 809 

student to be successful in the research process and assessment should facilitate this work.  810 

The assessment and grading practices presented here are clearly facilitative of student learning. First, 811 

knowledge, skills and behaviors are measured because they are foundational for students to productively 812 

engage in their research. Second, a large part of the assessment work is directly aimed at providing feedback 813 

without penalizing a student through grade assignment. There is extensive informal formative assessment that 814 

can be seen as a departure from assessment in more traditional labs and which approximates the type of 815 

facilitation that characterize mentor-mentee relationships in authentic research settings (e.g. in individual 816 

undergraduate research experiences, postbaccalaureate research opportunities, or during postgraduate 817 

research). This mentor-mentee relationship can build trust and counter stereotype threat to enhance 818 

persistence and learning. Additionally, an assessment program with extensive informal formative assessments 819 

leaves fewer instances when a student might be penalized by grading and suffer the negative psychological 820 

effects associated with lower grading. Third, the components of CRE assessment address a broad range of 821 
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skills, beyond just mastery of procedures, that a student needs as a scientist and a learner. In particular, 822 

included within the aims of CRE assessment are scientific communication and metacognition. Scientific 823 

communication is an important component of being a researcher, while metacognition not only provides 824 

information that can be used to evaluate where a student is and how they are thinking about their work, but 825 

also positions the student as an evaluator of their own work. In this case, the task of assessment itself directs 826 

the students towards better learning and might explain why CREs improve student learning despite the CRE 827 

content not always being directly aligned with lecture content (in comparison to traditional lab). We 828 

hypothesize that these various aspects of CRE assessment contribute to the positive outcomes observed for 829 

students across many demographics and when compared to the traditional lab. 830 

As presented in the introduction, a CRE poses quite specific challenges in terms of assessment and grading. A 831 

primary concern relates to the need to maintain a professional shared research project with contributions 832 

from instructor and student, while still assessing and grading a student. As presented here this delicate 833 

balancing act is facilitated by using assessment and grading thoughtfully and in a coordinated manner. If the 834 

instructor is providing extensive feedback that supports the work of the student and grades the aspects of 835 

science that are necessary for the student to succeed, the relationship with the student is different from a 836 

relationship in which the teacher is just grading a student. The assessment models presented here provide a 837 

framework to facilitate the aims of a CRE without undercutting the broader aims of promoting student 838 

learning and persistence in science, and can serve to inform assessment and grading practices in STEM, more 839 

generally. 840 

LIMITATIONS 841 

The data and analyses presented in this study emerged from a collective process with a large number of 842 

faculty who all implement CREs through the Science Education Alliance (SEA) program by HHMI. 843 

Organized as an inclusive Research and Education Community (iREC), faculty in the SEA program are 844 

supported by centralized programming to lead the instruction of research projects with a shared research 845 

agenda (Hanauer et al., 2017). This does have some ramifications that limit the generalizability of the current 846 

results. First, CREs with different research agendas and that require different procedures may change the 847 

ratios of formal and informal assessment and what is considered important for grading. Second, while the 848 

instructors do work at a wide range of institutions, they also work together in SEA. There is extensive 849 

interaction between instructors facilitated by yearly in-person faculty meetings, monthly science and education 850 

seminars, and on-line shared resources. This familiarity, interaction and shared course components can lead 851 

to a degree of homogeneity in relation to how procedures such as assessment and grading are conducted. As 852 

the SEA community facilitated the current data collection and analysis process, it can limit results by not 853 

including a much broader set of underlying CRE educational and scientific designs.  854 
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CONCLUSIONS 855 

CREs are increasingly implemented at institutions of higher learning because they offer a strategy to scale-up 856 

opportunities for students to engage in authentic research, which is strongly correlated with an increased 857 

persistence in science for a wide range of student populations (Russell et al., 2007; Jordan et al., 2014; 858 

Hanauer et al., 2017; Hernandez et al., 2018). However, given that CREs situate the research opportunity 859 

within the context of a course, it is critically important that the involvement of course grading does not 860 

negatively influence students’ belief in their abilities and willingness to persist in STEM (Hatfield, Brown & 861 

Topaz, 2022). As seen in the reviews of the multiple instruments developed for the assessment of students in 862 

a CRE, the past tendency has been to conceptualize the goals of CRE as a set of skills, competencies, 863 

dispositions and abilities to be gained by students for their future engagement in research (Shortlidge & 864 

Brownell, 2016; Zelaya, Blumer & Beck, 2022). The assessment of such externalized goals instead of the 865 

actual science and scientific process that is at the core of the CRE can lessen the value of the research 866 

students are engaged in and contradict their self-perception as researchers. 867 

In contrast, the study presented here models how faculty actively teaching in a large CRE program have 868 

integrated assessment into their CRE pedagogy in a way that supports the actual research that is being 869 

conducted. In this way, assessment and grading are directly tied to the intended value and aim of a CRE in 870 

providing students with an opportunity to engage in research authentically. This is particularly critical because 871 

students’ sense of being a scientist is foundational to long-term persistence in the sciences and inappropriate 872 

assessment and grading practices could interfere with the positive social and educational values embedded in 873 

a CRE (Hanauer et al., 2017). The models of assessment presented here describe how assessment and grading 874 

can be conceptualized and implemented in a way that maintains the student’s authentic sense of being a 875 

researcher. The approach to assessment described in this paper, which emerged from an extensive interaction 876 

with a large community of faculty who actively teach a CRE, describes ways in which assessment can support 877 

the educational and social agenda of a CRE. We hope that this study will encourage other researchers 878 

working a wider range of CREs to study their own assessment and grading objectives and practices and 879 

consider the ways in which assessment can facilitate and not hinder the student’s research experience.   880 

In review



 

28 

 

References 881 

Allen, J. D. (2005). Grades as valid measures of academic achievement of classroom learning. The Clearing  882 

House, 78(5), 218-223. 883 

Ambrose, S.A., Bridges, M.W., DiPietro, M, Lovett, M.C., & Norman, M.K. (2010). How Learning Works: Seven  884 

Research-Based Principles for Smart Teaching (1st ed). San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass. 885 

Auchincloss, L. C., Laursen, S. L., Branchaw, J. L., Eagan, K., Graham, M., Hanauer, D. I., … & Dolan, E. L.  886 

(2014). Assessment of course-based undergraduate research experiences: A meeting report. CBE—887 

Life Sciences Education, 13, 29–40. 888 

Bandura, A. (1991). Social cognitive theory of self-regulation. Organizational Behavior and Human Decision  889 

Processes, 50(2), 248–287.  890 

Bandura, A. (2005). The evolution of social cognitive theory. In K. G. Smith and M. A. Hitt (Eds.), 891 

Great minds in Management (pp. 9–35). Oxford: Oxford University Press. 892 

Baron, R. A., and D. Byrne. 2004. Social psychology. 10th ed. Boston: Pearson 893 

Biggs, J. (1996). Enhancing teaching through constructive alignment. Higher Education, 32, 347-364.  894 

Boothroyd, R. A., & McMorris, R. F. (1992). What do teachers know about testing and how did they find  895 

out? Paper presented at the annual meeting of the National Council on Measurement in Education, San 896 

Francisco, CA. 897 

Butler R (1988). Enhancing and undermining intrinsic motivation: The effects of task-involving and ego- 898 

involving evaluation on interest and performance. British Journal of Educational Psychology, 58, 1–14. 899 

Cizek, G. J., Fitzgerald, S. M., & Rachor, R. E. (1996). Teachers’ assessment practices: Preparation, isolation,  900 

and the kitchen sink. Educational Assessment, 3(2), 159-179. 901 

Crooks TJ (1988). The impact of classroom evaluation practices on students. Review of Educational Research, 58,  902 

438–481. 903 

Fajardo DM (1985). Author race, essay quality, and reverse discrimination. Journal of Applied Social Psychology,  904 

15, 255–268. 905 

Graham, M., Frederick, J., Byars-Winston, A., Hunter, A.-B., & Handelsman, J. (2013). Increasing persistence  906 

of college students in STEM. Science, 341, 1455–1456. 907 

Hanauer, D. I., Jacobs-Sera, D., Pedulla, M. L., Cresawn, S. G., Hendrix, R. W., & Hatfull, G. F. (2006).  908 

Teaching scientific inquiry. Science, 314, 1880–1881. 909 

Hanauer, D. I., Hatful, G.F., & Jacobs-Sera, D. (2009). Active Assessment: Assessing Scientific Inquiry. New York:  910 

Springer.   911 

Hanauer, D. I., Frederick, J., Fotinakes, B., & Strobel, S. A. (2012). Linguistic analysis of project ownership  912 

for undergraduate research experiences. CBE—Life Sciences Education, 11, 378–385. 913 

Hanauer, D. I., & Dolan, E. (2014). The Project Ownership Survey: Measuring differences in scientific  914 

In review



 

29 

 

inquiry experiences. CBE—Life Sciences Education, 13, 149–158. 915 

Hanauer, D. I., Graham, M., & Hatfull, G. F. (2016). A measure of student persistence in the sciences (PITS).  916 

CBE—Life Sciences Education, 15, ar54. 917 

Hanauer, D. I., Graham, M. J., Betancur, L., Bobrownicki, A., Cresawn, S. G., Garlena, R. A., … & Hatfull,  918 

G. F. (2017). An inclusive research education community (iREC): Impact of the SEA-PHAGES 919 

program on research outcomes and student learning. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences USA, 920 

114, 13531–13536. 921 

Hanauer, D. I., Nicholes, J., Liao, F., Beasley, A., & Henter, H. (2018). Short-term research experience (SRE)  922 

in the traditional lab: Qualitative and quantitative data on outcomes. CBE—Life Sciences Education, 923 

17(4), 1–14. 924 

Hanauer, D.I., Graham, M.J., Arnold, R.J., Ayuk, M.A., Balish, M.F., Beyer, A.R. …Sivanathan, V. (2022).  925 

Instructional Models for Course-Based Research Experience (CRE) Teaching. CBE-Life Science 926 

Education, 21 (1). 1-14. 927 

Hatfield, N., Brown., & Topaz, C.M. (2022). Do introductory courses disproportionately drive minoritized  928 

students out of STEM pathways? PNAS Nexus, 1, 1-10.  929 

Hilts, A., Part, R., & Bernacki, M. L. (2018). The roles of social influences on student competence, 930 

relatedness, achievement, and retention in STEM. Science Education, 102(4), 744–770.  931 

Hu, S. (Ed.) (2005). Beyond grade inflation: Grading problems in higher education. ASHE Higher Education  932 

Report, 30(6), 1-99. 933 

Jaschik S (2009). Imagining College without Grades, www.insidehighered.com/news/2009/01/22/grades.  934 

(accessed 20 February 2023). 935 

Jordan, T. C., Burnett, S. H., Carson, S., Caruso, S. M., Clase, K., DeJong, R. J. … & Hatfull, G. F. (2014). A  936 

broadly implementable research course in phage discovery and genomics for first-year undergraduate 937 

students. mBio, 5, e01051–13. 938 

Lipnevich, A. A., Guskey, T. R., Murano, D. M., & Smith, J. K. (2020). What do grades mean? Variation in  939 

grading criteria in American college and university courses. Assessment in Education, 27(5),480–500.  940 

National Science Board (2018). Science and Engineering Indicators 2018 (Tech. Rep. No.NSB-2018- 941 

 1). National Science Foundation. https://www.nsf.gov/statistics/indicators/ 942 

Pelaez, N., Anderson, T. R., Gardner, S. M., Yin, Y., Abraham, J. K., Bartlett, E., Gormally, C., Hill, J. P.,  943 

Hoover, M., Hurney, C., Long, T., Newman, D. L., Sirum, K., & Stevens, M. (2017). 944 

The basic competencies of biological experimentation: Concept-skill statements. PIBERG 945 

Instructional Innovation Materials. Paper 4.  946 

President’s Council of Advisors on Science and Technology. (2012). Engage to Excel: Producing One Million  947 

Additional College Graduates with Degrees in Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics. Washington, 948 

DC: U.S. Government Office of Science and Technology. 949 

In review

http://www.insidehighered.com/news/2009/01/22/grades


 

30 

 

Pulfrey C, Buchs C, Butera F (2011). Why grades engender performance-avoidance goals: the mediating role  950 

of autonomous motivation. Journal of Educational Psychology, 103, 683. 951 

Russell, S. H., Hancock, M. P., & McCullough, T. (2007). The pipeline: Benefits of undergraduate research  952 

experiences. Science, 31, 548–549. 953 

Shavelson, R., Solano-Flores, G., & Araceli Ruiz-Primo, M. (1998). Toward a science performance assessment  954 

technology. Evaluation and Programming Planning, 21, 171-184. 955 

Shortlidge, E. E., & Brownell, S. E. (2016). How to assess your CURE: A practical guide for instructors of  956 

course-based undergraduate research experiences. Journal of Microbiology & Biology Education, 17(3). 957 

Walvoord, B. E., & Anderson, V.J. (1998). Effective Grading: A Tool for Learning and Assessment. San Francisco:  958 

Jossey-Bass.  959 

Wenning, C. (2007). Assessing inquiry skills as a component of scientific literacy. Journal of Physics Education  960 

Online, 4 (2), 21-24. 961 

Whitcomb, K.M., & Chandralekha, S. (2021). Underrepresented minority students receive lower grades and  962 

have higher rates of attrition across STEM disciplines: A sign of inequity? International Journal of Science 963 

Education, 43 (7), 1054-1089.  964 

Zachos, P. (2004). Pendulum phenomena and the assessment of scientific inquiry capabilities. Science and  965 

Education, 13, 743-756. 966 

Zelaya, A.J., Blumer, L.S., Beck, C.W. (2022). Comparison of Published Assessments of Biological  967 

Experimentation as Mapped to the ACE-Bio Competence Areas. In: Pelaez, N.J., 968 

Gardner, S.M., Anderson, T.R. (eds) Trends in Teaching Experimentation in the Life Sciences. 969 

Contributions from Biology Education Research. Springer, Cham  970 

In review



 

31 

 

Figure 1 The Core Components of a CRE Assessment Model: Based on the qualitative analysis of faculty descriptions 971 

of their assessment and grading practices in a CRE, four central aims of assessment were defined: 1. Assess 972 

Laboratory Work and Scientific Thinking; 2. Evaluate Mastery of Concepts, Quantitative Thinking, and Skills; 973 

3. Appraise Forms of Scientific Communication; & 4. Metacognition of Learning. Together these four aims 974 

and associated assessment and grading practices define the assessment program of a CRE.  975 

 976 

Figure 2 Assessing Being a Scientist and Generating Data: This model has three distinct stages. The first stage relates 977 

to the assessment of implicit instruction and protocol training. The second stage relates to aspects of doing 978 

science in the laboratory and the final stage relates to scientific outputs. The model presents the aims and 979 

practices of assessment applied at each of these stages. 980 

 981 

Figure 3 Assessing Procedural Knowledge: This model has three distinct stages. The first stage relates to content 982 

information. The second stage relates to protocol training and training a student to think like a scientist. The 983 

third stage relates to scientific outputs. The model presents the aims and practices of assessment applied at 984 

each of these stages. 985 

 986 

Figure 4 Assessing the Facilitation of Project Ownership: This model has three distinct stages. The first stage relates 987 

to development of understanding concerning protocol usage. The second stage relates to the fostering of the 988 

student’s sense of personal responsibility. The third stage involves situating the student within the broader 989 

scientific context. The model presents the aims and practices of assessment applied at each of these stages.  990 
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